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Formations with so-called prefixoids, such as Höllengelächter in (1), rely on a 
frequently used intensification strategy in German, similar to other Germanic 
languages. 
(1) Wieder setzte ein Höllengelächter ein. (Traven 1926) 
 Again set a hell.laughter in. 
 ‘Once again, a tremendous laughter began.’ 
The theoretical status of these elements, however, is highly controversial (e.g. 
Schmidt 1987). Productivity, which is often proclaimed without any empirical 
evidence (e.g. Elsen 2009), is of key importance in this regard. Yet, Werth (2022) 
provides the only corpus-based study on the development of augmentatives. 
Nonetheless, a systematic examination of their morphological productivity is 
lacking. This talk aims to fill this gap by investigating the diachrony as well as 
exemplariness of such elements using a quantitative and qualitative approach. 
In doing so, a corpus study for the 20th and 21st century was conducted using the 
DWDS Core Corpus 20 and WebXl corpus. Drawing on more than 4.200 
attestations and combining different methods of productivity measures based on 
(first) attestations, vocabulary growth curves, semantic features and hapax 
legomena, the productivity of selected augmentatives was thoroughly examined. 
In contrast to some authors’ opinions, the data show that not all of the elements 
investigated are characterized by a high level of productivity. 
In my talk, I will reject the categorical status of augmentatives from a diachronic 
perspective. Along with e.g. Meibauer (2013), I will argue that the productivity 
and functionality of an intensifying augmentative depend on the semantic features 
of its lexical source. The semantics of sources like Riese ‘giant’ which are 
predestined for comparisons are particularly notable for their vivid pattern. 
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