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Register refers to linguistic patterns associated with particular situational contexts
(Seoane & Biber 2021, 2) where the linguistic patterns are clusters of features
having a greater-than random likelihood to co-occur. In register studies, the focus
has traditionally been on the aggregative analysis of lexico-grammatical features
in entire texts, thus neglecting the dynamic unfolding of situations — linked by the
above definition to register — over time. However, the situational characterization
of a text as unfolding over time should not only allow predictions about
characteristic linguistic features but also when these features can be expected to
occur in the unfolding text. In linguistics, this sequential character has been mainly
linked to genre, defined as a goal-oriented activity enacting social practices of a
culture that exhibits a recurring structure in the form of stages or moves (Swales,
1990, Martin & Rose 2008). These approaches, however, tend to neglect the well-
documented linguistic variation across registers, as well as recent progress in large
language models (LLM), which have been applied to text structure segmentation
(e.g. Braud et al. 2023).

This workshop aims to bring together research from all three fields — register,
genre, and computational linguistics — to explore the interface between them and
the possibility of integrating the temporal dynamics of textual organization with
the situational patterning reflected in register.
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