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The sermons contained in the Old Lithuanian Postilla (1591) by pioneering 
Lutheran pastor and Bible translator Jonas Bretkūnas (1536–1602) are a promising 
test case for the comparative quantitative investigation of register features because 
each unfolds in a stereotypical pattern of pericope summary – introduction – 
enumeration of topics – body – conclusion, each with typical features, but the 
sermons differ in genre. This intentional structure is made explicit at the beginning 
of each sermon. In the body of the sermon the enumerated sections may be split 
into further numbered sub-topics and headings. The Postilla is the core of a corpus 
of Bretkūnas’s texts (RegiB, in preparation) annotated for the research of 
subproject B04 on Luther and Bretkūnas, within CRC 1412 “Register”.1  
We group Bretkūnas’s sermons into broad sub-genres based on topic and pastoral 
function: dogma, parable, comprehension, interpretation and topical. Within 
selected typical examples of each sub-genre, we quantify the distribution of register 
features, both holistically (each text as a unit) and lineally (their occurrence over 
the course of each text). Our pre-selected sub-genre groups are tested against these 
distributions. Do the sermons cluster as expected, and how can the clustering be 
explained? How do atypical examples cluster? How do the patterns identified 
compare to the other sub-genres and to less prototypical sermons in the corpus? 
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