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I will look at occurrences on Negative Polarity Items (NPIs) that fall outside the
well-established licening patterns, starting from data in Horn (2001) and
Sedivy’s (1990) distinction of regular NPIs (such as ever) and lexical NPIs
(such as /ift a finger). While ever is more flexible with respect to the set of overt
licensers than [lift a finger, it cannot be licensed in contexts of implicit denial as
in (1), while /ift a finger can (Sedivy 1990: 98).

(1) a. *Bert DID ever kiss M.M.

b. Cynthia DOES lift a finger when there is work to be done.

I will present analogous German data and then proceed to even more challenging
cases: The German NPI auf einen griinen Zweig kommen ‘do fine’ (lit.: to get on
a green twig) is listed as an NPI in Kiirschner (1983). Indeed, only 1.7% of my
corpus hits are in non-NPI-licensing contexts, (2). However, these are systematic
and the German equivalents of the NPIs in (1) do not occur in these contexts.

2) Wir sind gemeinsam auf einen griinen Zweig gekommen, man muss
keinen auswechseln.
‘We managed to be fine together, there is no need to substitute anyone.’

Finally, I will consider squatatives (Postal 2004), in particular German
expressions such as feuchter Kehrricht ‘squat’ (lit.: wet dirt). These can occur
with a negation, but can, themselves, express negation and license NPIs (as the
NPI verb brauchen ‘need’) when there is no overt negation.

3) Das braucht niemanden/dich einen feuchten Kehrricht zu interessieren

that need  nobody/you sqat Interest
“You needn’t/Nobody need be interested in that in the slightest.’

To capture such cases, I will present a refined model of NPI licensing at the
semantics-pragmatics interface. The talk is based on joint work in the project
“NPIs in non-negative contexts”’, CRC 1629 Negation in Language and Beyond.

References: « Horn, L.R. (2001). Flaubert triggers, squatative negation, and other quirks of
grammar. In J. Hoeksema et al. (eds.), Perspectives on negation and polarity. Amsterdam:
Benjamins, 173-200. « Kiirschner, W. (1983). Studien zur Negation im Deutschen.
Tibingen: Narr. ¢ Postal, P. (2004). The structure of one type of American English vulgar
minimizer. In P. Postal (ed), Skeptical linguistic essays, Oxford: OUP, 159-172. « Sedivy.
J. (1990). Against a unified analysis of negative polartiy licensing. Cahiers linguistiques
d’Ottawa 18, 95-104.



	The NPI that licensed itself
	–  and other observations from corpus profiles

