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This project’s primary research objective is to utilize quantitative techniques
extracted from modern dialectology to answer the two following questions
regarding intelligibility in the early medieval period:

1) Can incongruencies between self-attested linguistic relatedness and mutual
intelligibility modelling reveal ulterior motivations behind artificially
enlarged linguistic partitions?

2) Could distinct classes of linguistics variables have resulted in varying degrees
of mutual intelligibility amongst the North Sea’s language communities? Did
this intelligibility depend on the dialects of the languages involved?

To complete this task, Descendants of Germania a) creates a corpus of comparative
distributions for phonological and morphological features, b) executes a series of
dialectometric analyses which, when applied to the corpus data produce graphical
representations of varying linguistic similarity, and ¢) compares these findings to
the historical record of each of the speech communities considered.

Ultimately, this analysis seeks to confirm the following hypotheses: (a) that the
shared cultural and linguistic heritage of the descendants of Germania will be made
more apparent when viewed through dialectometric mapping, and that these
relationships will at times contrast with the historical record; and b) that mutual
and cross-language intelligibility amongst speakers of early Germanic languages
and their dialects would have been impacted more heavily impacted by overlap in
phonology and the dialects involved.
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