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The paper discusses the interplay of structural, functional and cognitive aspects of adjective-
noun (AN) combinations in German, French and English.

Structural basis: We can clearly distinguish compounds and phrases by means of inflectional
agreement in German and French (cf. Grofimutter vs. grole Mutter, grand-mere vs. grande
mere). Although this is not possible in English, stress might play a crucial role and has to be
investigated further?.

Functional basis: German has a strong tendency to use compounds as naming (e.g. Rotfuchs)
and phrases as descriptive units (e.g. blauer Schuh) (Bicking 2009, 2010; Hining 2010). In
contrast, French favors phrases for both the naming (e.g. poudre noire) and descriptive
function (e.g. table blanche) (Van Goethem 2009). Finally, English AN combinations
typically have initial stress if they function as naming units (e.g. BLACKbird) but non-initial
stress if they describe phenomena (e.g. black BIRD).

Cognitive basis: Recent evidence (Kotowski et al. 2014) suggests that compounds show a
memorization advantage in comparison to phrases in German. | will report on two new
studies that investigated the memorization of AN combinations in the aforementioned
languages. | found memorization advantages of novel German compounds (e.g. Jungtourist)
compared to French phrases (e.g. jeune touriste). Also, my analyses revealed a memorization
advantage of English combinations with initial stress over combinations with non-initial stress
if the former were semantically non-compositional (e.g. SLOW pen) and the Ilatter
compositional (e.g. short BRUSH). | will interpret the results with respect to the structural-
functional separation between compounds and phrases.

References

Arndt-Lappe, Sabine (2011). Towards an exemplar-based model of stress in English noun-noun compounds. In
Journal of Linguistics 47(3), 549-585.

Bell, Melanie J. & Plag, Ingo (2012). Informativeness is a determinant of compound stress in English. In Journal
of Linguistics 48(3), 485-520.

Bell, Melanie J. & Plag, Ingo (2013). Informativity and analogy in English compound stress. In Word Structure
6(2), 129-155.

Bucking, Sebastian (2009). How do phrasal and lexical modification differ? Contrasting adjective-noun
combinations in German. In Word Structure 2(2), 184-204.

Bucking, Sebastian (2010). German nominal compounds as underspecified names for kinds. In Olsen, Susan
(ed.). New impulses in word-formation (Linguistische Berichte, Sonderheft 17), 253-281.

Giegerich, Heinz J. (2004). Compound or phrase? English noun-plus-noun constructions and the stress criterion.
In English Language and Linguistics 8(1), 1-24.

1 Although stress has been extensively studied for NN combinations in English (e.g. Arndt-Lappe 2011; Bell &
Plag 2012, 2013; Giegerich 2004, 2005; Plag et al. 2007, 2008), the amount of research on AN combinations is
still quite low (e.g. Vogel & Raimy 2002).



Giegerich, Heinz J. (2005). Associative adjectives in English and the lexicon-syntax interface. In Journal of
Linguistics 41(3), 571-591.

Hiining, Matthias (2010). Adjective + Noun constructions between syntax and word formation in Dutch and
German. In Onysko, Alexander & Michel, Sascha (eds.). Cognitive perspectives on word formation
(Trends in Linguistics, Studies and Monographs 221), 195-215.

Kotowski, Sven, Boer, Katja & Hartl, Holden (2014). Compounds vs. phrases. The cognitive status of
morphological products. In Rainer, Franz, Gardani, Francesco, Luschiitzky, Hans Christian & Dressler,
Wolfgang U. (eds.). Morphology and meaning. Selected papers from the 15th International Morphology
Meeting, Vienna, February 2012 (Current Issues in Linguistic Theory 327), 191-203.

Plag, Ingo, Kunter, Gero & Lappe, Sabine (2007). Testing hypotheses about compound stress assignment in
English. A corpus-based investigation. In Corpus Linguistics and Linguistic Theory 3(2), 199-232.

Plag, Ingo, Kunter, Gero, Lappe, Sabine & Braun, Maria (2008). The role of semantics, argument structure, and
lexicalization in compound stress assignment in English. In Language 84(4), 760- 794.

Van Goethem, Kristel (2009). Choosing between A + N compounds and lexicalized A + N phrases. The position
of French in comparison to Germanic languages. In Word Structure 2(2), 241-253.

Vogel, Irene & Raimy, Eric (2002). The acquisition of compound vs. phrasal stress. The role of prosodic
constituents. In Journal of Child Language 29, 225-250.



