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To Speak the Unspeakable: “Tao” of
Lao Tzu and Chaung Tzu & Emptiness of Nagariuna

Karl-Heinz Pohl

(Department o f Sinology , Trier University ,D-54286 Trier,Rhineland Palatinate ,Germany)

Translated by LI Xue,BAO Xiang-fei
(School o f Foreign Languages and Literature ,Wuhan University ,Wuhan 430072, Hubei,China)

Abstract; Based on the original literature of “Tao Te Ching” and “Zhuang Zi”, the understanding of

Taoism to the rule of the world,i. e. “Tao”, has been revealed in the first part of the present paper:

first,the unity behind the world diversity;second, duality;third, the impossibility of cognizing and ex-

pressing Tao. In the second part,the Madhyamika founded by Nagarjuna,an important branch of the

Buddhism,was analyzed. The Prajnaparamita Hrdaya Sutra by Nagarjuna, the Chinese Sanlun School

of Jizang and philosophy about emptiness in the Chinese Chan Buddhism were specifically discussed.

According to the emptiness philosophy.,truth is beyond any dual phenomenon and standpoints,as well

as ineffable, which is similar to the Taoism. The last part summarized the differences between the Na-

garjuna philosophy and the LLao Tzu and Chaung Tzu philosophes,namely,the logical system of the In-

dian philosophy resembles the western academic tradition, and eastern philosophy prefers poetic and

literary symbolism.

Key words:Lao Tzu and Chaung Tzu;Nagarjuna; Tao; Emptiness;duality;limited relativity



