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Zhu Xi not only searched the scholars’ achievements in the Han and Tang, but also collected the

scholars’ thoughts in the North Song. He speculated the Saints’ mind and finally looked into the text
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itself to give suitable explanations and definitions of the classic, and then finish his work, Exegesis of
the Collections of Texts from the Four Books (Sishu zhangju jizhu). While dynasties changed and
doctrines took place by turns, the unchangeable were the search of orthodoxy and yearning for sages. In
this process of interpretation, we understood that classic is the core of the Way and Zhu’s Exegesis of
the Collections of Texts from the Four Books is the result which was proved by his thinking throughout
his whole life. His deep thought is able to penetrate history and produce drastic effect. In order to
explain the historical meaning of Zhu’s great work, I clarify Literatus’ Biography (Rulin zhuan),
explicate History of Song (Songshi), and probe the meaning of Commentary of Learning of the Way
(Daoxue zhuan). In order to look over the discourses of Confucianism and their main points in the
Song, Zhu researched of Cheng Yi and Cheng Hao’s academic works, rethought of Mencius, and
constructed the Pedigree of Succession to the Way (Daotong). Zhu’s achievement of rethinking the
difference between classics and annotations through combining the gloss and ordinance is the key issue
of the development of Confucianism in Song. To be sure, Exegesis of the Collections of Texts from the
Four Books is filled with deep and abundant historical thoughts.

Keywords: Zhu Xi, Four Books, Philosophy of Classic (jingxue), Philosophy of Principle (/ixue),
Historical Thought.
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Bernhard Fiihrer {8 88 (SOAS London): Considerations regarding the traditional narrative on
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This article discusses the little evidence that we gather from transmitted knowledge regarding the

Analects during the Early Han period.
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During the Song dynasty, commentaries on the Shangshu became stylistically more diverse than they
had been in previous dynasties. Departing from the rigid traditional line-by-line format, commentators
took greater freedom in emphasizing specific aspects and discussing overarching problems found
within the text. Statecraft issues were among the most intensely debated topics in Song commentaries,
from the tax system established by the Sage kings to the spatial order of their realm and relations with
neighboring peoples. This paper examines the different exegetical approaches commentators employed
to present their views on statecraft issues. Its aim is to understand how they attempted to reconcile
seemingly conflicting statements in the Shangshu, and to analyze the lessons they drew from the

Classic for contemporary government and society.
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HUANG Kuan-yun 8 E (BFERKE)

(FHEZ) HIEZE Solitude and the Book of Odes
The poems of the Book of Odes are sometimes cited by ancient writers in connection with the topic of
what one should do when alone. Such discussions are found in the “Zhongyong” and most prominently
in the newly excavated Warring States text “Wuxing.” This study considers these poems, the uses they
were put to, and the individual thinker who drew on the canonical odes to articulate his reflections on
solitude.

Henrik Jiger 3 # 1E (Universitiit Hildesheim): The first translation of the Four Books (Sishu)
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The Jesuit Father Francois Noel (1651 — 1729) published in 1711 in Prague the first complete
translation of the Sishu in his Sinensis Imperii libri Classici sex {1 B75%8) , a work that included
also the Confucian classics Xiaoxue and the Xiaojing. In the same year, he edited also a voluminous
description of Chinese Philosophy (Philosophia Sinica {8 #12%) ) — the most comprehensive and
exhaustive work on this topic ever written by a European by the early 18th century. Even in the light of
modern sinological scholarship Noels achievements do represent an astonishing level of understanding
of the Confucian tradition. In comparison with earlier translations and interpretations of the Confucian
Classics (such as Philippe Couplets Confucius Sinarum Philosophus; edited in 1687 in Paris) Noels
work can be discerned by the following features:

1. In his Latin translation Noel doesn’t use any Christian terms: Noel was convinced that the Chinese
Classics are a testimony of a totally different culture and that they don* reveal a hidden Christian
message.

2. Noel was the first European interpreter who realized the importance of Zhu Xi, the great thinker of
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the neo-Confucian Renaissance. On the one hand, Noels translation and interpretation are in full accord
with Zhu Xi, on the other hand Noel is the first Christian to give Zhu Xi’s cosmology a theological
interpretation. Moreover, impressing Noels interpretation shows close parallels to those of G. Leibniz
Discours sur la theologie naturelle des Chinois written in 1716.

3. Noels Latin style in his translation reveals a sublime literary taste. He tries to recreate not only the
content, but also the atmosphere of the Classical texts.

4. Due to these reasons, Noel succeeds in creating a sinological work that allows the European reader
to gain a profound and detailed unterstanding of the Confucian tradition and its most influential
thinkers as Confucius, Mencius and Zhu Xi.

In 1712, soon after the publication of the Sinensis Imperii libri Classici sex this book was reviewed by
Christian Wolff (1679 - 1754) — the most prominent and influential philosopher of the early
enlightenment in Germany. Wolff seems to have studied this work in the following years intensively: In
his “Speech on the Practical Philosophy of the Chinese” held in 1721 in Halle, he cites the Libri
Classici as the source of his insights into Chinese Philosophy and expresses his admiration for Noel as
interpreter of the Confucian tradition.

This speech was called the “Starting point of the Enlightenment” (Hinske), because it was the
beginning of a great scandal that troubled the philosophical and theological word in the academic
centers of Europe: Was Wolff right in his arguments that Confucius and the Chinese tradition proved
that moral perfection was possible without God and without the churches? Was he right in his belief
that there is absolutely no need and no sense to bring Jesus and his Gospel to the Chinese? Questions
like these troubled the best minds of the time and they led to the banishement of Wolff from Prussia in
1723 by the “threat of Death”.

In general it seems that Confucian philosophy had a much greater impact on the European
Enlightenment than the historians of the Enlightenment described it until today. In order to gain a more
detailed understanding of this reception, we need to read again carefully Noels sinological writings and
to examine the many obvious and hidden traces of these writings in Wolffs philosophy that became the

main background for thinkers as Voltaire, Diderot, Baumgarten and finally also Immanuel Kant...
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Since Hong Kong became a British colony, its social development has been under Western influences.

Hong Kong’s connection to the Chinese culture, however, has not been totally severed. Universal
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values such as social justice, equality, and rule of law, and traditional Chinese social values including
ren (humaneness), yi (righteousness or justice), /i (propriety or etiquette), and xiao (filial piety) have
both been emphasized. Before the 1990s, only 10 percent of secondary school graduates in Hong Kong
were admitted to universities. Most people at that time had only received secondary school education.
Their moral values were essentially rooted during their secondary school education and Chinese
language education was therefore extremely important. Chinese language teachers were able to instill
into their students these values through the teaching of Chinese classics (jingxue). This paper attempts
to investigate the roles that jingxue plays in the development of youth through examining the goals and

design of the Chinese curriculum, as well as the contents of the examination.
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YANG Ji-xiang 15 8 (LIRS

BERAEXEFHHEIBEK M The perspective of subjects about Chun-Chiu Studies in
writings of Kong Guangsen and Kang Youwei
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Bgda . fLEEAR. A /K. =FRULE. S K$E
Except Han dynasty, Qing dynasty is another important time of the Chun-Qiu Gong-Yang
School. The main reason usually be considered is relation to discuss politics,especial Gong
Zi-zhen (BEH ) and Wei Yuan (Z£J%) . Mr.Qian Bin-Si (#2ZJU) had said that new text
Confucianism school in the late Qing dynasty had suggestion in morality according to the “Gong-Yang
Jie-Gu” (A2 f# &k ) written by He Xiu (i 4K) ,but Mr.Qian emphasized that Kong Guang-Sen
(FLE#) was specially full of his personal style not like He Xiu. In He Xiu’s thoughts, the changing
dynasty . the changing vocabulary . and the changing proposition of civilization were the subjects in
Chun-Qiu Studies (FFK5:) . But Kong Guang-Sen had different thoughts. According to the saying
of great historian Si-Ma Qian (F]f51&) “ The value of Chun-Qiu ,The paragon of morality” , Kong
insisted that naturism  ( KI&) . authority ( F7%) . and humaneness ( Af%)  were the
objective of the Chun-Qiu Studies.

Except Kong Guang-Sen  (fLJ&#%) , another famouse scholar in theGong-Yang School of Qing
dynasty is Kang You-wei (F4 4) . The academic circle has a lot of discussions on every patterns
for the “Three Epitomes of Times” of Kang You-wei (5 %) , especially focuses on its concrete
description for the social item. Because the predecessors have been discussed in detail, this article
will not concentrate on the items of the “Three Epitomes of Times”. It would be written from the
traditional context of interpretation of Gong-Yang Studies to analyze the views for the subjects in

writings of Gong-Yang. Kang’s “core value” belongs to the “Jen” (fZ) which Confucius have
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discussed, and Kang You-wei took its fulfilling level as the standard to interpret the level of “Three
Epitomes of Times”, because in this way he could not only respond to the academic
phenomenon of using “the Analects of Confucius” to be the various classics explaining basis which
the Present Characters Confucianists upheld from mid Qing Dynasty, but also develop Kang
You-wei’s unique and innovative standpoint of Gong-Yang Studies, and finally make his “Three
Epitomes of Times” to emphasize on the part of “Oral Discussion” and separate from its tradition to be
the “Few Words Type” of “No Text”.

Now my research plan to focus on Kong’s and Kang’s achievement in classicism and contribution
towards the morality of Confucianism. According to the analysis of Source® Gong-Yang ”,my
literary works can settle the disputes about the convergence and divergence of Kong Guang-Sen’s
and Kang You-wei’s thoughts, and make their studies get right position in the history of
Classicism. Furthermore, the results of my works will supply new perspective to the Classicism
Research of Ching dynasty. That is, the new text Confucianism “Chun-Qiu Gong-Yang School” in the
late Ching dynasty must be criticized afresh.



