Outro and Outlook: “We Made It!”

"Over two years ago, the idea for this research project on Taiwan's
outstanding trajectory in facing global challenges sparked... In addition to
our research interest, | was convinced that we as a society need more
substantial knowledge and awareness about Taiwan..." (Retrospect 2022, p.
8). A little further down, the same text notes: “A challenging year passed... |
would like to thank everyone involved for their support, effort and constant
encouragement” (Retrospect 2022, p. 9).

Those lines opened my remarks under the title “We made it"—and we did:
we made it to launch the first joint inter-university research project on
Taiwan in the Federal Republic of Germany, funded by the then BMBF.

In 2023, my colleague Dr Amélie Keyser-Verreault encouraged us to "Keep
on Going!"—and we did. It was a demanding period. For all four postdocs,
unexpected waves of administrative work
repeatedly cut into the time we would rather
have spent doing research. Still, we carried on—
together. The ERCCT hosted the international
workshop “Innovative Methodologies and New
Perspectives on Taiwan Studies”, and we have
since developed the contributions into a
handbook to be published with Routledge
(2026). As Amélie put it, “fruitful intellectual
exchanges took place” (Retrospect 2023, p. 7), " Fig. 43: Photo: Josie-Marie
and "throughout the year, together with our perkuhn signing the
colleagues in Trier and Bochum, we worked hard  cooperation agreement, 24
to advance the research project and its May2022.

milestones.” She closed by hoping for an equally productive 2024—and | am
happy to say that it was.

We keep going we did. In that same spirit, our colleague Dr Hsu Yu-yin took
up the torch. Under the lead of the Bochum team, we hosted a three-day
international workshop on "Digital Teaching and Digital Humanities in
Taiwan Studies”. As Dr Hsu noted, “over 15 scholars from across Europe and
Taiwan actively engaged in insightful discussions and fruitful exchange”
(Retrospect 2023, p. 8).

In terms of collaboration, we even exceeded our expectations in 2024: “the
TAP in Bochum successfully launched and concluded a comprehensive
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lecture series on Taiwan Studies.” This was organised with the newly
founded Taiwan Working Group within the DVCS), established on the
initiative of the TAP team in autumn 2023. As Dr Hsu described it, “the
lecture series was designed to be accessible to a broad audience, including
undergraduate and graduate students as well as the public interested in
Taiwan Studies.”

TAP built networks among peers, reached out to established academia, and
created opportunities for students and assistants as well. As Tamina Renner
wrote: "The highlight of my time at TAP was attending the workshop in Trier
in October 2022. It was incredibly exciting to get to know so many
academics from different countries with different focuses, but who all deal
with Taiwan, be it from historical, political science, literary, anthropological
or legal perspectives” (Retrospect 2022, p. 8). Or, as Felix Brender put it
succinctly: “TAP has truly been an exciting journey” (Retrospect 2024, p. 9).
After learning from the project, he "was immediately captivated by the
programme’s ambitious vision”. He also made an outstanding contribution
to the research endeavour by conducting fieldwork on transitional justice
with a travel grant in 2024, and later joined the TAP team as an assistant to
support our collaborations.

Nearly six years have passed since we first began drafting the project—just
as the pandemic was moving past its peak. The last four years, however,
went by in a flash. And instead of returning to calmer waters, the global
context has often felt as though the clock has been turned back: a renewed
crisis mentality, and war close to Europe’s borders, entered daily life. Against
this backdrop, TAP’s focus on local innovation amid global megatrends
became uncomfortably timely. Threat perceptions rose markedly, and the
guestions we were asking became sharper.

The helping hands—and minds—who joined the team over the past four
years have been invaluable. My deepest thanks to them, especially for the
moments when they reminded us to look up from the paper trails and see
the light through the trees. In short: we truly made it.

We are grateful for the support of professors and administrative staff at our
partner universities, our funding institution, our contributors, and our wider
network across borders. In particular, we would like to thank Prof Shieh Jhy-
wei #7E1&; Mei-Shun Lo ZBZ%5%; Yeh-Shin Chu %KZ:15; Yu-hsin Zhang R &
22, Prof Dr Kristin Shi-Kupfer; Hendrik Cremans; Lisa Breuer (formerly
Mahler); Alla Nevshupa; Rafael Kaltenhauser; Claudia Hauser; Mark Studier;
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Marliese Hellebrandt; Marion Heck; Magda Klein; Aline Nau; Mercedes
Peters; Judith Berg; Dr Beatrice Zani; Dr Chen Kuan-fei FR724C; and Dr Chien
Hung-yi f7%.

And the end—uwell, not quite. Look out for TAP Returns: Dr Perkuhn will take
forward TAP’s academic contributions and the structures it has established.
Think of this year as the final season—or, to end with Tamina Renner's words
from the 2023 Retrospect, written after she completed her studies: "I hope
to remain in contact with every single member, and that we will continue to
see each other at many Taiwan-related events in the future.”

Fig. 44: Gaomei Wetlands windmills at sunset, 12 Oct 2024.
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