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The Central European Institute of Asian Studies (CEIAS) is an independent think
tank focusing on Europe-Asia relations and developments in the Indo-Pacific
region. Founded in 2007, CEIAS is today a transnational think tank with main
branches in Bratislava (Slovakia), Prague (Czech Republic), and Vienna (Austria), and
further regional presence in Poland, Hungary, Canada, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, and beyond.

As a sole transnational think tank focused on Asia in Central Europe, CEIAS's
main goal is to spread knowledge about contemporary Asia among experts and
the public in Central Europe and beyond, while also informing international
audiences about Central European, as well as the EU’s relations with Asia. To this
end, CEIAS conducts and publishes its own research, organises seminars and
conferences, supports education on Asia and Indo-Pacific-related topics,
and provides expert commentary for the local, regional, and international media.
CEIAS strives to combine its academic and policy advisory role, producing data-
driven, methodologically rigorous, reliable, and practically relevant research that is
highly valued by experts and policymakers alike.

CEIAS has developed a robust portfolio of Taiwan-focused initiatives and
activities that reflect the dynamic evolution of European relations with Taiwan. The
organisation launched the Center for CEE-Taiwan Relations in April 2022
(transformed into EU-Taiwan Relations Center as of 2025), recognizing the growing
importance of EU-Taiwan engagements.

At the heart of CEIAS's Taiwan research lies the EU-Taiwan Tracker, a digital
platform that has become an indispensable resource for anyone studying EU-
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and serves the scholarly, policymaking, and journalistic communities by offering
chronologically organised events with filtering capabilities by country, topic, and
period.

The EU-Taiwan Tracker’s impact extends far beyond simple documentation. Further
analysis of the collected data revealed remarkable trends in EU-Taiwan relations.
Most notably, the tracker has documented a six-fold increase in interactions
between the EU and Taiwan from 2019 to 2024, spanning governmental,
parliamentary, military, economic, and cultural domains. This growth was catalyzed
by key European policy developments including the EU-China Strategic Outlook
(2019), the European Commission's Indo-Pacific strategy (2021), and European
Parliament resolutions that condemned China’s coercive actions while calling for
deeper cooperation with Taiwan.

The data reveals that the Central and Eastern European states have emerged as
particularly active partners, with Lithuania recording the most visits, followed
closely by Czechia, and France. This has led CEIAS researchers to develop a
classification system categorizing countries as "Vanguards” (Czechia, Poland,
Lithuania, and Slovakia until 2023), "Pragmatists” (Austria, Hungary), or "Laggards”
(Slovenia, Croatia, Romania, Bulgaria, with Estonia and Latvia showing variable
patterns).

CEIAS has also documented unique aspects of Taiwan's diplomatic engagement,
including the creative "Dumpling Alliance” that emerged during the COVID-19
pandemic. This cultural diplomacy initiative highlighted shared values between
Taiwan and Central and Eastern European nations, particularly in the context of
vaccine donations and democratic solidarity, with countries like Lithuania, Slovakia,
Poland, and Czechia participating in this values-based diplomatic expression,
however, the report pressed for the need to move beyond these sort of symbolic
declarations into real and practical developments. More details can be found in the
report entitled Beyond the Dumpling Alliance (2023). An updated edition with an
expanded scope—including a chapter on each EU member state, EU as an
organisation, as well as the UK, Norway, and Switzerland—was published in late
2025.

Beyond its Taiwan focus, CEIAS maintains a broader Indo-Pacific research agenda
that includes studies on geopolitics of the region and its impacts on the European
security; geo-economics, economic security and resilience; analysis of global public
opinion about China and other states; foreign policy and bilateral relations analysis,
as well as issues related to human rights, legal resilience, and lawfare.
Geographically, CEIAS focuses mainly on analysing Europe’s relations with the
countries if Northeast, Southeast, and South Asia, with occasional forays into ties
with Central Asia, Australia, and Pacific Islands.
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To present findings CEIAS employs innovative and interactive solutions, such as
several online tools (trackers), such as the China-Europe Academic Engagement
Tracker (www.academytracker.ceias.eu) or the Europe-Southeast Asia Tracker
(www.euseartracker.ceias.eu). CEIAS researchers have published several books on
China, Taiwan, and Southeast Asia, including the first comprehensive volume on
Taiwan in Slovakia (in Slovak). These works contribute to a broader European trend
of books on Taiwan being published in local languages—such as Danish, German,
and Italian—by regional authors. CEIAS's latest addition is the English-language
book Contemporary Taiwan: More than a Flashpoint (Routledge, 2025).

The organisation’s research methodology includes extensive public opinion polling;
most recently reflected in the study Friends with Limitations: Central European
Public Attitudes towards Taiwan in 2025. Findings reveal that across all V4 countries,
public opinion of Taiwan is favourable and has improved notably since 2020,
remaining significantly more positive than attitudes toward China. However, the
report also points out that there is significant room for further improvement of
perceptions, as general favourability of Taiwan has not yet converted into support
for practical military or economic aid to Taiwan in case of a military contingency.
Through its innovative combination of rigorous research, digital platforms and
tools, and comprehensive analysis of diplomatic, political, economic, and cultural
exchanges, CEIAS has established itself as a key institution for understanding Asia's
growing impact on Europe and beyond. The organisation continues to strengthen
its research capacity, consolidating its role as the leading source of European—
particularly Central European—perspectives on Taiwan and broader Asian affairs.

Research Unit for Taiwanese Culture and Literature (TRU) at Ruhr University
Bochum

The Research Unit for Taiwanese Culture and Literature (TRU) serves as a platform
for scholarly exchange in the field of Taiwan Studies. It hosts one of the largest
research libraries on Taiwanese culture and literature in Europe and continues to
expand its cooperation with experts and institutions engaged in research and
teaching on Taiwan. The Unit's work spans a broad thematic range, including
linguistic, historical, media-related, and political perspectives. The Research Unit is
directed by Christine Moll-Murata, Chair Professor of the History of China, together
with Christian Schwermann, Chair Professor of Chinese Language and Literature,
who serves as co-director.

Taiwan Research Hub at University of Nottingham

The Taiwan Research Hub at the University of Nottingham brings together
researchers from different disciplines and career stages with the aim of advancing
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scholarly understanding of Taiwan. The Hub's work spans a wide range of fields,
including politics, history, culture, society, international relations, and the economy.
The Hub disseminates research on Taiwan through several established formats.
These include the book series Taiwan and World Affairs, the online magazine
Taiwan Insight, and a regular programme of academic events, including an annual
conference. In addition, the Taiwan Research Hub publishes six policy papers each
year, offering a range of perspectives on Taiwan and providing constructive analysis
intended to inform decision-makers on global issues related to Taiwan.

Through these activities, the Hub serves as a focal point for interdisciplinary
research, scholarly exchange, and policy-relevant engagement on Taiwan.

European Research Center on Contemporary Taiwan

The European Research Center on Contemporary Taiwan (ERCCT) at Eberhard Karls
University of Tubingen, formally established on 1 June 2008, is jointly funded by
the University of Tibingen (Germany) and the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for
International Scholarly Exchange (Taiwan). The Centre's primary objective is to
promote postgraduate research in the social sciences on contemporary Taiwan,
with particular emphasis on politics and law, economics, society, and cross-strait
relations.

The ERCCT provides a platform for European and Taiwanese doctoral and
postdoctoral researchers to engage in academic dialogue on theory, methodology,
and the substantive content of their research projects. It supports scholars in
preparing for fieldwork in Taiwan, in assessing empirical findings upon return, and
in advancing their research towards publication with internationally recognised
academic publishers.

Centre of Taiwan Studies, SOAS University of London

The Centre of Taiwan Studies at SOAS University of London is one of the world’s
leading academic hubs for the interdisciplinary study of Taiwan. Established within
a university that has offered Taiwan-focused teaching since 1999, the Centre has
developed a comprehensive programme of research, teaching and academic
exchange that is unique in the English-speaking world.

The Centre offers an MA in Taiwan Studies, the first of its kind in the English-
speaking world, along with the widest range of Taiwan-related modules available
at both postgraduate and undergraduate levels. These cover politics, society and
culture, IR, political economy, film, and language, reflecting the Centre's
commitment to broad, interdisciplinary coverage.

In addition to its teaching programme, the Centre plays a central role in fostering
scholarly exchange through a rich programme of academic events, including the
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annual Taiwan Studies Summer School, regular lectures, workshops, film screenings
and conferences. It was also instrumental in founding the European Association of
Taiwan Studies (EATS) and continues to host and support major international
Taiwan Studies events.

The Centre supports research publication efforts, including the Routledge Research
on Taiwan book series and is closely associated with the International Journal of
Taiwan Studies, providing important platforms for scholarly dissemination.
Ongoing partnerships, including repeated memoranda of understanding with
Taiwan’s Ministry of Education, sustain and enhance the Centre's capacity to deliver
world-class Taiwan Studies research, teaching, and exchange.
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Fig. 12: TAP Book Donation Ceremony at Trier University,
17 Feb 2023.
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