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International Conference
“Tradition and New Mission: Confucianism from the Perspective of Modernity”
6-7 July 2024
Institute of Sinology, Trier University

The emergence and the development of the notion of “modernity” in Europe is related to the
industrial revolution, the rise of cities and scientific progress. It is accompanied by spiritual
renovations, like “renaissance”, “reformation” and “"enlightenment”. Their basic ideas and val-
ues are still forming the way modern humans think and live, not only in Europe. This develop -

ment is a continuing process and subject of constant discussion.

In the course of the reception of European culture, Confucianism also came into contact with
ideas and values related to “modernity”. An exchange began, accompanied by conflicts and
resistance, as well as a reflection upon its genuine values and potential for further develop -
ment. This process is continuing today and leads also to the question, whether Confucianism
might be able to develop a form of modernity appropriate for Chinese culture.

Taking a look at Confucianism from the perspective of “modernity” means on the one hand,
to analyze how Confucianism looks at “modern” values and ideas, like individualism, subjec-
tive right, explicit expression of own interests, freedom, equality, rule of law, the culture of
contract just to name a few, and to investigate whether there exist corresponding spiritual
resources in its own tradition. On the other hand, Confucianism must debate, whether its tra-
ditional values, like humaneness, rule by virtue, and so on, are compatible with modernity and
furthermore could even be considered to be "modern”, thus being able to contribute to a
consensus of universal values and understandings of modernity.

The conference is organized by the Institute of Sinology, Trier University, Germany, the Ger-
man Confucian Society (Deutsche Konfuzianische Gesellschaft, DKG), the Zengzi Research
Institute at Shandong University, Zeng Zhiming Fundation for Zengzi-Research and Zengzi
Association of the Society for Chinese Philosophy. Conference languages are Chinese and
English (Chinese is preferred).

We are welcoming proposals from all relevant study fields, such as philosophy, history, and
sinology / Chinese studies. Participants are asked to send an abstract of about 200 English
words or 300 Chinese characters together with their affiliation and contact information until
29 April 2024 to Tim Dressler <dressler@uni-trier.de>.
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Conference schedule:

Deadline for submitting abstracts: 29 April 2024

Notification of acceptance: 13 May 2024

Arrival and registration: 05 July 2024

Conference: 06-07 July 2024

Excursion: 08 July 2024 (optional, organized by the DKG)
Location: Institute of Sinology, Trier University, Trier, Germany

There is no conference fee. We will take care of the hotel costs of the participants, if our funds
permit. The participants should take care of their additional travel costs themselves. The orga-
nizers will provide free meals during the conference.

Contact:
Christian Soffel fk & (FEEIRFEHBAKEZEEZAHKIR) <soffel@uni-trierde>

Du Lun & (EEEEEEFSSEK)  <dulun2001@outlook.de>

Zeng Zhenyu BRT (FFELRKRZEE FIIFTK) <zengzhenyu39@163.com>

Tim Dressler <dressler@uni-trier.de>

Organizers:

Institute of Sinology, Trier University, Germany 7843 B i K 227552 %

German Confucian Society (Deutsche Konfuzianische Gesellschaft, DKG) fE[E/(H& <
Zengzi Research Institute at Shandong University FR[E L4 K% F-BF5E

Zeng Zhiming Fundation for Zengzi-Research B %&HH “8 RIS
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Zengzi Association of the Society for Chinese Philosophy HI[E ¥ 22 B 222 B T Hf 57 &
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Tim Dressler <dressler@uni-trier.de>
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