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Call for Abstracts
Ninth Doctoral Conference on Environment and Law (ProKUR)

on 11 and 12 June 2026 in Trier

Dear (prospective) doctoral students and recent graduates in environmental law, we
are delighted to invite you to the ninth Doctoral Conference on Environment and Law!
This year's ProKUR will take place from 11 to 12 June 2026 in Trier.

ProKUR aims to promote exchange and networking among young academics in
environmental law. At its heart, ProKUR is a conference by doctoral students for
doctoral students: it offers young academics the opportunity to present their (doctoral)
projects and ideas in a pleasant atmosphere, discuss them with other doctoral students
and recent graduates, and receive valuable feedback. Feedback from speakers in
previous years has shown that intradisciplinary exchange, especially between doctoral
candidates, fills a gap in the current range of events for young researchers and is
particularly enriching. ProKUR is accompanied by a cultural supporting programme,
and in addition to presentations, there will also be workshop discussions, among other
things.

With this call for abstracts, we would like to invite you to present your doctoral projects
or current research questions at the 9th ProKUR.

If you are interested in leading one of the workshop discussions to present your own
topics related to the realisation of your doctoral studies, please let us know when
registering for the conference. We are open to new ideas and look forward to your
contributions!

Topics

Even though ProKUR is primarily aimed at doctoral students in environmental law, you
are free to choose the topic of your presentation. In addition to your doctoral project,
we would also like to invite you to give a presentation on legal issues related to your
research interests or focus areas.



Contributions from the fields of environmental criminal law or private environmental
law are also explicitly encouraged. Topics from European environmental law and
international environmental law are also very welcome.

The following conference reports will give you an idea of the range of topics covered
by the presentations: ZUR 2025, 12; ZUR 2024, 125 and EurUP 2024, 363.

The presentation and subsequent discussion are scheduled to last 45 minutes, divided
into 20 minutes for the presentation and 25 minutes for the following discussion.

Abstract

The abstract should provide a brief overview of the content of your presentation and
be approximately one page long. It is best to briefly describe your topic or problem,
research question, (preliminary) outline and answer. Concise footnotes are appreciated
for transparency reasons, but are not mandatory. Furthermore, you do not need to
present any results at this stage. The conference thrives on the exchange of ideas about
the process. We would also like to give as many people as possible the opportunity to
present at ProKUR. However, we retain the right to make a selection in order to provide
sufficient space for discussion on each topic. You can submit your abstracts from now
until 31 March 2026 at:

prokur@uni-trier.de

You will receive a response by mid-April. Registration for the conference is already open
and will remain so until 28 May 2026 on our website. If you have registered but are
unable to attend, please cancel your registration by 4 June 2026. You can find the latest
information on our website.

Workshop Discussions

The workshop discussions will be divided into three phases of the project's progress
(initial phase, main writing phase, final phase & defence) and are intended to offer
participants the opportunity to exchange ideas with other doctoral students at a similar
stage of their work in a safe space, in a structured and guided manner, on technical
and practical issues relating to the realisation of their research project. Other topics are
also possible, such as career entry and prospects.

We look forward to receiving your exciting abstracts and to a conference with
interesting presentations, inspiring discussions and pleasant exchanges.

If you have any questions, please send an email to: prokur@uni-trier.de



