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Preface 

Religion, churches and religious communities have growing importance in the Law of the European Union. 
Since long a distinct law on religion of the European Union is developing. 

This collection of those norms of European Union Law directly concerning religion mirrors today's status of this 
dynamic process. 

Trier,  August 2001 

Gerhard Robbers 

 

The last update of this collection was in January 2013 



 

 

 

2

Religion-Related Norms in European Union Law 

Table of contents 

 
I. Part one: Basic documents ................................................................................................... 8 

A. European Union ........................................................................................................................................... 8 

1.  Treaty on European Union ................................................................................................................... 8 

2.  Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union ............................................................................... 8 

3.  Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union ...................................................................... 9 

4.  Community Charter of the Fundamental Social Rights of Workers ................................................... 10 

B. Council of Europe ....................................................................................................................................... 11 

1.  Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms .................................. 11 

2.  Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.......... 11 

3.  European Social Charter .................................................................................................................... 11 

II. Part two: Selected areas of law ........................................................................................ 12 

A. Fundamental rights & human rights ........................................................................................................ 12 

1.  Council Regulation (EC) No 168/2007 of 15 February 2007 establishing a European Union 
Agency for Fundamental Rights ......................................................................................................... 12 

2.  Regulation (EC) No 1889/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
20 December 2006 on establishing a financing instrument for the promotion of democracy 
and human rights worldwide .............................................................................................................. 12 

B. Non-discrimination and equal treatment ................................................................................................. 13 

1) Fight against racism and xenophobia ........................................................................................................ 13 

a.  Resolution of the Council and the representatives of Member States' Governments meeting 
within the Council of 23 October 1995 on the response of educational systems to the 
problems of racism and xenophobia ................................................................................................... 13 

b.  Resolution of the Council and the representatives of the Governments of the Member States, 
meeting within the Council of 5 October 1995 on the fight against racism and xenophobia in 
the fields of employment and social affairs ........................................................................................ 13 

c.  Resolution of the Council and the Representatives of the Governments of the Member States, 
meeting within the Council of 29 May 1990 on the fight against racism and xenophobia ................. 14 

d.  Declaration against racism and xenophobia ..................................................................................... 14 

2) Non-discrimination and equal treatment in professional life .................................................................... 15 

a.  Directive 2011/98/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 
on a single application procedure for a single permit for third-country nationals to reside 
and work in the territory of a Member State and on a common set of rights for third-country 
workers legally residing in a Member State ....................................................................................... 15 

b.  Directive 2008/104/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 
on temporary agency work ................................................................................................................. 15 

c.  Regulation (EC) No 1927/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
20 December 2006 on establishing the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund ........................... 15 



 

 

 

3

d.  Council Directive 2004/113/EC of 13 December 2004 implementing the principle of equal 
treatment between men and women in the access to and supply of goods and services ..................... 16 

e.  Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 723/2004 of 22 March 2004 amending the Staff 
Regulations of officials of the European Communities and the Conditions of Employment of 
other servants of the European Communities ..................................................................................... 16 

f.  Code of Conduct of the European Central Bank in accordance with Article 11.3 of the Rules 
of Procedure of the European Central Bank ...................................................................................... 17 

g.  Council Directive 2000/78/EC of 27 November 2000 establishing a general framework for 
equal treatment in employment and occupation ................................................................................. 17 

h.  Council Regulation (EC, ECSC, Euratom) No 781/98 of 7 April 1998 amending the Staff 
Regulations of Officials and Conditions of Employment of Other Servants of the European 
Communities in respect of equal treatment ........................................................................................ 19 

i.  Council Regulation (ECSC, EEC, Euratom) No 1860/76 of 29 June 1976 laying down the 
Conditions of Employment of Staff of the European Foundation for the Improvement of 
Living and Working Conditions .......................................................................................................... 20 

3) Non-discrimination in public administration ............................................................................................ 21 

a.  Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 July 
2009 establishing a Community Code on Visas (Visa Code) ............................................................. 21 

b.  Regulation (EC) No 390/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 
2009 amending the Common Consular Instructions on visas for diplomatic missions and 
consular posts in relation to the introduction of biometrics including provisions on the 
organisation of the reception and processing of visa applications .................................................... 22 

c.  Directive 2008/115/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 
on common standards and procedures in Member States for returning illegally staying third-
country nationals ................................................................................................................................ 23 

d.  Regulation (EC) No 767/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 
concerning the Visa Information System (VIS) and the exchange of data between Member 
States on short-stay visas (VIS Regulation) ........................................................................................ 23 

e.  Regulation (EC) No 863/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 July 
2007 establishing a mechanism for the creation of Rapid Border Intervention Teams and 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 2007/2004 as regards that mechanism and regulating 
the tasks and powers of guest officers ................................................................................................ 23 

f.  Regulation (EC) No 562/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 
2006 establishing a Community Code on the rules governing the movement of persons across 
borders  (Schengen Borders Code) .................................................................................................... 24 

g.  Council Regulation (EC) No 2007/2004 of 26 October 2004 establishing a European Agency 
for the Management of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders of the Member 
States of the European Union ............................................................................................................. 25 

h.  Regulation (EC) No 883/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 
2004 on the coordination of social security systems (Text with relevance for the EEA and for 
Switzerland) ........................................................................................................................................ 25 

i.  Code of good administrative behaviour in the Community Plant Variety Office ............................... 25 

j.  Guide to the obligations of officials and other servants of the European Parliament (Code of 
conduct) .............................................................................................................................................. 26 

k.  Directive 97/67/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 December 1997 on 
common rules for the development of the internal market of Community postal services and 
the improvement of quality of service ................................................................................................. 26 

4) Non-discrimination in development aid .................................................................................................... 27 

a.  Commission Regulation (EC) No 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 implementing Council 
Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006 establishing an instrument for pre-accession assistance (IPA) ....... 27 



 

 

 

4

b.  Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 
December 2006 establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation........................... 27 

c.  Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 laying down general provisions on 
the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion 
Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 ......................................................................... 28 

d.  Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 July 
2006 on the European Regional Development Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) 
No 1783/1999 ..................................................................................................................................... 28 

e.  Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 of 20 September 2005 on support for rural 
development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) ......................... 28 

f.  Regulation (EC) No 1257/96 of 20 June 1996 concerning humanitarian aid .................................... 29 

5) Different recommendations and resolutions ............................................................................................. 30 

a.  Council resolution of 5 December 2007 on the follow-up of the European Year of Equal 
Opportunities for All (2007) ............................................................................................................... 30 

b.  Recommendation of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 December 2006 on 
the protection of minors and human dignity and on the right of reply in relation to the 
competitiveness of the European audiovisual and on-line information services industry .................. 31 

c.  Recommendation of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 on 
key competences for lifelong learning ................................................................................................ 31 

d.  Commission Recommendation of 11 March 2005 on the European Charter for Researchers 
and on a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers (Text with EEA relevance) .............. 32 

e.  Council Recommendation of 27 July 1992 on the convergence of social protection objectives 
and policies ........................................................................................................................................ 32 

C. Labour law (period of rest) ....................................................................................................................... 34 

1.  Directive 2003/88/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 November 2003 
concerning certain aspects of the organisation of working time ........................................................ 34 

2.  Council Directive 94/33/EC of 22 June 1994 on the protection of young people at work ................. 35 

D. Right of asylum ........................................................................................................................................... 36 

1.  Directive 2011/95/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 
on standards for the qualification of third-country nationals or stateless persons as 
beneficiaries of international protection, for a uniform status for refugees or for persons 
eligible for subsidiary protection, and for the content of the protection granted ............................... 36 

2.  Council Directive 2005/85/EC of 1 December 2005 on minimum standards on procedures in 
Member States for granting and withdrawing refugee status ............................................................. 37 

3.  Council Directive 2004/81/EC of 29 April 2004 on the residence permit issued to third-
country nationals who are victims of trafficking in human beings or who have been the 
subject of an action to facilitate illegal immigration, who cooperate with the competent 
authorities .......................................................................................................................................... 37 

4.  Council Directive 2003/109/EC of 25 November 2003 concerning the status of third-country 
nationals who are long-term residents ............................................................................................... 37 

E. Culture ......................................................................................................................................................... 38 

1) Cultural objects ......................................................................................................................................... 38 

a.  Council Regulation (EC) No 1210/2003 of 7 July 2003 concerning certain specific 
restrictions on economic and financial relations with Iraq and repealing Regulation (EC) No 
2465/96 ............................................................................................................................................... 38 

b.  Council Directive 93/7/EEC of 15 March 1993 on the return of cultural objects unlawfully 
removed from the territory of a Member State ................................................................................... 38 

2) Media (resp. television broadcasting activities) ........................................................................................ 39 



 

 

 

5

 Directive 2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 March 2010 on 
the coordination of certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action 
in Member States concerning the provision of audiovisual media services (Audiovisual Media 
Services Directive) (Text with EEA relevance) .................................................................................. 39 

3) Copyright .................................................................................................................................................. 41 

 Directive 2001/29/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2001 on the 
harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and related rights in the information society ............ 41 

F. Slaughter or killing of animals .................................................................................................................. 42 

1.  Council Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009 of 24 September 2009 on the protection of animals at 
the time of killing (Text with EEA relevance) ..................................................................................... 42 

2.  Council Directive 2007/43/EC of 28 June 2007 laying down minimum rules for the protection 
of chickens kept for meat production (Text with EEA relevance) ....................................................... 43 

3.  Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 
2004 laying down specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin ................................................... 43 

4.  Council Directive 93/119/EC of 22 December 1993 on the protection of animals at the time 
of slaughter or killing ......................................................................................................................... 44 

G. Data protection ........................................................................................................................................... 45 

1.  Commission Regulation (EU) No 328/2011 of 5 April 2011 implementing Regulation (EC) 
No 1338/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics on 
public health and health and safety at work, as regards statistics on causes of death (Text 
with EEA relevance) ........................................................................................................................... 45 

2.  Regulation (EC) No 763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 
on population and housing censuses (Text with EEA relevance) ....................................................... 45 

3.  Regulation (EC) No 862/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 July 
2007 on Community statistics on migration and international protection and repealing 
Council Regulation (EEC) No 311/76 on the compilation of statistics on foreign workers 
(Text with EEA relevance) .................................................................................................................. 45 

4.  Directive 2002/14/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2002 
establishing a general framework for informing and consulting employees in the European 
Community ......................................................................................................................................... 46 

5.  Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 
2000 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the 
Community institutions and bodies and on the free movement of such data ...................................... 46 

6.  Directive 2000/31/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 8 June 2000 on 
certain legal aspects of information society services, in particular electronic commerce, in 
the Internal Market ('Directive on electronic commerce') ................................................................. 47 

7.  Council Regulation (EC) No 515/97 of 13 March 1997 on mutual assistance between the 
administrative authorities of the Member States and cooperation between the latter and the 
Commission to ensure the correct application of the law on customs and agricultural matters ........ 47 

H. Finances ...................................................................................................................................................... 48 

1) Tax law ..................................................................................................................................................... 48 

a.  Council Directive 2009/132/EC of 19 October 2009 determining the scope of Article 143(b) 
and (c) of Directive 2006/112/EC as regards exemption from value added tax on the final 
importation of certain goods .............................................................................................................. 48 

b.  Council Directive 2006/112/EC of 28 November 2006 on the common system of value added 
tax ....................................................................................................................................................... 49 

2) Credit institutions ...................................................................................................................................... 49 

 Directive 2006/48/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 
relating to the taking up and pursuit of the business of credit institutions (recast) (Text with 
EEA relevance) ................................................................................................................................... 49 



 

 

 

6

3) Miscellaneous ........................................................................................................................................... 49 

a.  Regulation (EC) No 1781/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
15 November 2006 on information on the payer accompanying transfers of funds (Text with 
EEA relevance) ................................................................................................................................... 49 

b.  Regulation (EC) No 1717/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
15 November 2006 establishing an Instrument for Stability .............................................................. 50 

c.  Regulation (EC) No 1638/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 
2006 laying down general provisions establishing a European Neighbourhood and 
Partnership Instrument ....................................................................................................................... 50 

I. Economic law ............................................................................................................................................... 51 

1) Indices of consumer prices ....................................................................................................................... 51 

a.  Commission Regulation (EC) No 2214/96 of 20 November 1996 concerning harmonised 
indices of consumer prices: transmission and dissemination of sub-indices of the HICP (Text 
with EEA relevance) ........................................................................................................................... 51 

b.  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1749/96 of 9 September 1996 on initial implementing 
measures for Council Regulation (EC) No 2494/95 concerning harmonized indices of 
consumer prices .................................................................................................................................. 51 

2) European system of accounts .................................................................................................................... 51 

 Council Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 of 25 June 1996 on the European system of national 
and regional accounts in the Community ........................................................................................... 51 

3) Trade marks .............................................................................................................................................. 52 

 Directive 2008/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2008 to 
approximate the laws of the Member States relating to trade marks (Codified version) (Text 
with EEA relevance) ........................................................................................................................... 52 

4) Statistics .................................................................................................................................................... 53 

a.  Regulation (EC) No 453/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 
2008 on quarterly statistics on Community job vacancies (Text with EEA relevance) ...................... 53 

b.  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1982/2003 of 21 October 2003 implementing Regulation 
(EC) No 1177/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community 
statistics on income and living conditions (EU-SILC) as regards the sampling and tracing 
rules (Text with EEA relevance.) ........................................................................................................ 53 

J. Customs legislation ..................................................................................................................................... 54 

1.  Council Regulation (EC) No 1186/2009 of 16 November 2009 setting up a Community system 
of reliefs from customs duty ................................................................................................................ 54 

2.  Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 
September 2003 on genetically modified food and feed (Text with EEA relevance) .......................... 55 

3.  Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 on the tariff and statistical 
nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff ............................................................................ 57 

K. Family law .................................................................................................................................................. 58 

1.  Council Regulation (EU) No 1259/2010 of 20 December 2010 implementing enhanced 
cooperation in the area of the law applicable to divorce and legal separation ................................. 58 

2.  Council Directive 2003/86/EC of 22 September 2003 on the right to family reunification ............... 58 

3.  Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction and 
the recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and the matters of 
parental responsibility, repealing Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000 .................................................... 58 

L. EU-extension ............................................................................................................................................... 60 

1.  Documents concerning the accession of the Hellenic Republic to the European Communities, 
final act, joint declaration concerning Mount Athos .......................................................................... 60 



 

 

 

7

2.  The Schengen acquis - Agreement on the Accession of the Hellenic Republic to the 
Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement of 14 June 1985 between the 
Governments of the States of the Benelux Economic Union, the Federal Republic of Germany 
and the French Republic on the gradual abolition of checks at their common borders signed 
at Schengen on 19 June 1990, to which the Italian Republic acceded by the Agreement signed 
at Paris on 27 November 1990, and to which the Kingdom of Spain and the Hellenic 
Republic acceded by the Agreements signed at Bonn on 25 June 1991 ............................................. 60 

M. Miscellaneous ............................................................................................................................................. 61 

1.  Directive 2012/29/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 
establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime, 
and replacing Council Framework Decision 2001/220/JHA ............................................................. 61 

2.  Directive 2012/27/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on 
energy efficiency, amending Directives 2009/125/EC and 2010/30/EU and repealing 
Directives 2004/8/EC and 2006/32/EC Text with EEA relevance ...................................................... 61 

3.  Directive 2010/31/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 May 2010 on the 
energy performance of buildings ........................................................................................................ 62 

4.  Council Directive 2009/13/EC of 16 February 2009 implementing the Agreement concluded 
by the European Community Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA) and the European Transport 
Workers’ Federation (ETF) on the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, and amending 
Directive 1999/63/EC ......................................................................................................................... 62 

5.  Council recommendation of 6 December 2007 concerning a Handbook for police and 
security authorities concerning cooperation at major events with an international dimension ......... 63 

6.  Directive 2007/23/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 on the 
placing on the market of pyrotechnic articles (Text with EEA relevance) ......................................... 64 

7.  Council Regulation (Euratom) No 300/2007 of 19 February 2007 establishing an Instrument 
for Nuclear Safety Cooperation .......................................................................................................... 64 

 


