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E. Culture 

1) Cultural objects 

a. Council Regulation (EC) No 1210/2003 of 7 July 2003 concerning certain specific restrictions on economic 
and financial relations with Iraq and repealing Regulation (EC) No 2465/96 

Official Journal L 169, 08/07/2003 P. 0006 – 0023, last amended by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 
No 88/2012 of 1 February 2012, Official Journal L 030 , 02/02/2012 P. 0011 - 0012 

Article 3  

1. The following shall be prohibited: 

(a) the import of or the introduction into the territory of the Community of, 

(b) the export of or removal from the territory of the Community of, and 

(c) the dealing in, Iraqi cultural property and other items of archaeological, historical, cultural, rare scientific and 
religious importance including those items listed in Annex II, if they have been illegally removed from locations 
in Iraq, in particular, if: 

(i) the items form an integral part of either the public collections listed in the inventories of Iraqi museums, ar-
chives or libraries' conservation collection, or the inventories of Iraqi religious institutions, or 

(ii) there exists reasonable suspicion that the goods have been removed from Iraq without the consent of their 
legitimate owner or have been removed in breach of Iraq's laws and regulations. 

2. These prohibitions shall not apply if it is shown that either: 

(a) the cultural items were exported from Iraq prior to 6 August 1990; or 

(b) the cultural items are being returned to Iraqi institutions in accordance with the objective of safe return as set 
out in paragraph 7 of UNSC Resolution 1483 (2003). 

b. Council Directive 93/7/EEC of 15 March 1993 on the return of cultural objects unlawfully removed from 
the territory of a Member State  

Official Journal L 074, 27/03/1993 P. 0074 – 0079, last amended by Directive 2001/38/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2001, Official Journal L 187, 10/07/2001 P. 0043 – 0044 

[Whereas] 

(...) 

Whereas cultural objects classified as national treasures and forming an integral part of public collections or 
inventories of ecclesiastical institutions but which do not fall within these common categories should also be 
covered by this Directive. 

(...) 

Article 1 

For the purposes of this Directive:  

1. 'Cultural object' shall mean an object which:  

- is classified, before or after its unlawful removal from the territory of a Member State, among the 'national 
treasures possessing artistic, historic or archaeological value' under national legislation or administrative proce-
dures within the meaning of Article 36 of the Treaty,  
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and 

- belongs to one of the categories listed in the Annex or does not belong to one of these categories but forms an 
integral part of:  

- public collections listed in the inventories of museums, archives or libraries' conservation collection.  

For the purposes of this Directive, 'public collections' shall mean collections which are the property of a Member 
State, local or regional authority within a Member States or an institution situated in the territory of a Member 
State and defined as public in accordance with the legislation of that Member State, such institution being the 
property of, or significantly financed by, that Member State or a local or regional authority;  

- the inventories of ecclesiastical institutions.  

(...) 

Article 7  

1. Member States shall lay down in their legislation that the return proceedings provided for in this Directive 
may not be brought more than one year after the requesting Member State became aware of the location of the 
cultural object and of the identity of its possessor or holder.  

Such proceedings may, at all events, not be brought more than 30 years after the object was unlawfully removed 
from the territory of the requesting Member State. However, in the case of objects forming part of public collec-
tions, referred to in Article 1 (1), and ecclesiastical goods in the Member States where they are subject to special 
protection arrangements under national law, return proceedings shall be subject to a time-limit of 75 years, ex-
cept in Member States where proceedings are not subject to a time-limit or in the case of bilateral agreements 
between Member States laying down a period exceeding 75 years. 

Annex 

Categories referred to in the second indent of Article 1 (1) to which objects classified as 'national treasures' with-
in the meaning of Article 36 of the Treaty must belong in order to qualify for return under this Directive  

A. 1. (...)  

2. Elements forming an integral part of artistic, historical or religious monuments which have been dismem-
bered, more than 100 years old. (...) 

2) Media (resp. television broadcasting activities) 

Directive 2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 March 2010 on the coordination 
of certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action in Member States concerning the 
provision of audiovisual media services (Audiovisual Media Services Directive) (Text with EEA relevance) 

Official Journal L 095, 15/04/2010 P. 0001 – 0024 

Whereas: 

(1) Directive 89/552/EEC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 October 1989 on the coordination 
of certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action in Member States concerning the 
provision of audiovisual media services (Audiovisual Media Services Directive) has been substantially amended 
several times. In the interests of clarity and rationality the said Directive should be codified. 

(…) 

CHAPTER II GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 3 

1. Member States shall ensure freedom of reception and shall not restrict retransmissions on their territory of 
audiovisual media services from other Member States for reasons which fall within the fields coordinated by this 
Directive. 
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(…) 

4. In respect of on-demand audiovisual media services, Member States may take measures to derogate from 
paragraph 1 in respect of a given service if the following conditions are fulfilled: 

(a) the measures are: 

(i) necessary for one of the following reasons: 

- public policy, in particular the prevention, investigation, detection and prosecution of criminal offences, includ-
ing the protection of minors and the fight against any incitement to hatred on grounds of race, sex, religion or 
nationality, and violations of human dignity concerning individual persons, 

(…) 

CHAPTER III PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA SERVICES 

Article 6 

Member States shall ensure by appropriate means that audiovisual media services provided by media service 
providers under their jurisdiction do not contain any incitement to hatred based on race, sex, religion or nation-
ality. 

Article 9 

1. Member States shall ensure that audiovisual commercial communications provided by media service providers 
under their jurisdiction comply with the following requirements: 

(a) audiovisual commercial communications shall be readily recognisable as such. Surreptitious audiovisual 
commercial communication shall be prohibited; 

(b) audiovisual commercial communications shall not use subliminal techniques; 

(c) audiovisual commercial communications shall not: 

(i) prejudice respect for human dignity; 

(ii) include or promote any discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, nationality, religion or belief, 
disability, age or sexual orientation; 

(…) 

Article 10 

(…) 

4. News and current affairs programmes shall not be sponsored. Member States may choose to prohibit the 
showing of a sponsorship logo during children’s programmes, documentaries and religious programmes. 

CHAPTER VII TELEVISION ADVERTISING AND TELESHOPPING 

Article 20 

(…) 

2. The transmission of films made for television (excluding series, serials and documentaries), cinematographic 
works and news programmes may be interrupted by television advertising and/or teleshopping once for each 
scheduled period of at least 30 minutes. The transmission of children’s programmes may be interrupted by tele-
vision advertising and/or teleshopping once for each scheduled period of at least 30 minutes, provided that the 
scheduled duration of the programme is greater than 30 minutes. No television advertising or teleshopping shall 
be inserted during religious services. 
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3) Copyright 

Directive 2001/29/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2001 on the harmonisation 
of certain aspects of copyright and related rights in the information society  

Official Journal L 167, 22/06/2001 P. 0010 – 0019 

Chapter II Rights and exceptions 

Article 2 Reproduction right 

Member States shall provide for the exclusive right to authorise or prohibit direct or indirect, temporary or per-
manent reproduction by any means and in any form, in whole or in part: 

(a) for authors, of their works;  

(b) for performers, of fixations of their performances;  

(c) for phonogram producers, of their phonograms;  

(d) for the producers of the first fixations of films, in respect of the original and copies of their films;  

(e) for broadcasting organisations, of fixations of their broadcasts, whether those broadcasts are transmitted by 
wire or over the air, including by cable or satellite. 

Article 3 Right of communication to the public of works and right of making available to the public other sub-
ject-matter 

(...) 

Article 5 Exceptions and limitations 

3. Member States may provide for exceptions or limitations to the rights provided for in Articles 2 and 3 in the 
following cases:  

(...)  

(c) reproduction by the press, communication to the public or making available of published articles on current 
economic, political or religious topics or of broadcast works or other subject-matter of the same character, in 
cases where such use is not expressly reserved, and as long as the source, including the author's name, is indicat-
ed, or use of works or other subject-matter in connection with the reporting of current events, to the extent justi-
fied by the informatory purpose and as long as the source, including the author's name, is indicated, unless this 
turns out to be impossible; 

(...)  

(g) use during religious celebrations or official celebrations organised by a public authority. 

(...) 


