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K. Family law 

1. Council Regulation (EU) No 1259/2010 of 20 December 2010 implementing enhanced cooperation in the 
area of the law applicable to divorce and legal separation  

Official Journal L 343, 29/12/2010 P. 0010 – 0016 

[Whereas] 

(30) This Regulation respects fundamental rights and observes the principles recognised by the Charter of Fun-
damental Rights of the European Union, and in particular by Article 21 thereof, which states that any discrimina-
tion based on any ground such as sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic features, language, religion or 
belief, political or any other opinion, membership of a national minority, property, birth, disability, age or sexual 
orientation shall be prohibited. This Regulation should be applied by the courts of the participating Member 
States in observance of those rights and principles. 

2. Council Directive 2003/86/EC of 22 September 2003 on the right to family reunification 

Official Journal L 251, 03/10/2003 P. 0012 – 0018 

[Whereas] 

(5) Member States should give effect to the provisions of this Directive without discrimination on the basis of 
sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic characteristics, language, religion or beliefs, political or other 
opinions, membership of a national minority, fortune, birth, disabilities, age or sexual orientation. 

3. Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction and the recognition 
and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and the matters of parental responsibility, repealing 

Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000 

Official Journal L 338, 23/12/2003 P. 0001 – 0029, last amended by Council Regulation (EC) No 2116/2004 of 
2 December 2004, Official Journal L 367, 14/12/2004 P. 0001–0002 

Chapter V Relations with other instruments  

Article 63 Treaties with the Holy See 

1. This Regulation shall apply without prejudice to the International Treaty (Concordat) between the Holy See 
and Portugal, signed at the Vatican City on 7 May 1940. 

2. Any decision as to the invalidity of a marriage taken under the Treaty referred to in paragraph 1 shall be rec-
ognised in the Member States on the conditions laid down in Chapter III, Section 1. 

3. The provisions laid down in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall also apply to the following international treaties (Con-
cordats) with the Holy See: 

(a) "Concordato lateranense" of 11 February 1929 between Italy and the Holy See, modified by the agreement, 
with additional Protocol signed in Rome on 18 February 1984;  

(b) Agreement between the Holy See and Spain on legal affairs of 3 January 1979. 

(c) Agreement between the Holy See and Malta on the recognition of civil effects to canonical marriages and to 
decisions of ecclesiastical authorities and tribunals on those marriages of 3 February 1993, including the Proto-
col of application of the same date, with the second Additional Protocol of 6 January 1995. 
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4. Recognition of the decisions provided for in paragraph 2 may, in Spain, Italy or Malta, be subject to the same 
procedures and the same checks as are applicable to decisions of the ecclesiastical courts handed down in ac-
cordance with the international treaties concluded with the Holy See referred to in paragraph 3. 

5. Member States shall send to the Commission: 

(a) a copy of the Treaties referred to in paragraphs 1 and 3;  

(b) any denunciations of or amendments to those Treaties. 


