
Finding out about course 

contents / modules on

PORTA – Campusportal of 

Trier University



What is a module 

(Modul) and why is it 

important for you?

The term “Modul” is particularly misleading. In German, it is a larger heading under which similar courses 
are grouped together (as if in a container). These courses (weekly classes) would usually be called 
“modules” at an Anglophone university

Containers (“Modules”) are the stable elements in our study programme and are ‘filled’ with individual 
courses (“Seminare” or “Übungen”) whose topics can vary significantly over time. Instructors are (mostly) 
free to choose the topic according to their area of expertise. There is a tendency to create a new course for 
a new term and not re-teach the class later on.

The module handbook (“Modulhandbuch”) is a document that provides an overview of all the courses of 
one course of study. It is in this aspect quite similar to a typical syllabus, however not always as detailed. 



Option 1
Before you receive 
your log-in details



1. Open PORTA
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/

https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/


2. Click on the STUDENTS tab



3. Click on Search in module descriptions



4. Click on Module descriptions in the link tree



5.  Click on Show module descriptions



6.  Search for your subject, let’s assume English…



7.  … and select your course of study. 

In our example that is 

Bachelor (2F|H) English Language, Linguistics and Literature (2019)



8.  This is the module handbook (“Modulhandbuch”)



8.1 The “Modulhandbuch” gives you an overview 

over all the contents of a course of study

Puzzle pieces are for modules

Medals are for exams

Books are for courses

The magnifying glas if for more
details



8.2 To find out more about a module or a course

click on the magnifying glas on the right



8.3 Here you can find out more about the courses, ECTS 

per module, hours per week, recommended literature…



Option 2
After you have received 

your log-in details



1. Open PORTA
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/

https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/
https://porta-system.uni-trier.de/


2. Login to PORTA using your 

credentials

Your login credentials have 
been sent to your email after 

completing enrollment



3. Click on Study Planner



4. Click on My Studies in the link tree



5.  Click on Show module descriptions



6.  Click on module handbook



7. Select the course of study you need more 

information on.

Let’s say

Bachelor of Education – Englisch (2019)



8.  This is the “Modulhandbuch”



8.1 The “Modulhandbuch” gives you an overview 

over all the contents of a course of study

Puzzle pieces are for modules

Medals are for exams

Books are for courses

The magnifying glas if for more
details



8.2 To find out more about a module or a course

click on the magnifying glas on the right



8.3 When you are logged-in you can also download 

the PDF-version of the module handbook



8.4 To download the module handbook click on the 

green arrow symbol
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