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Trier University conducts socially relevant research and teaching at the cutting edge with a strong focus
on digitalization, interdisciplinarity and diversity. With currently around 11,000 students and around
2,000 employees, Trier University is one of the largest employers in the European border region of Trier.
Short distances on a green campus, a lively academic life and an open-minded working culture offer
many opportunities to make a difference.

The Faculty of Language, Literature and Media Studies (English Studies / Linguistics, Prof. Sebastian
Hoffmann) invites applications for a

doctoral researcher position (Wissenschaftliche*r
Mitarbeiter*in) (m/f/x)

(E 13 TV-L, 50%, starting 1st October 2026, for a maximum duration of 3 years)

Your responsibilities

e your own academic qualification, including publication activity and presentations at conferences
and workshops

e involvement in the conception, planning and delivery of events

e teaching duties in modules of the degree programmes offered by the Department of English

The professorship's research focuses in particular on the areas of English as a world language,
morphosyntax and corpus phonetics. An overarching theme is the investigation of the so-called Principle
of Rhythmic Alternation. Both spoken corpora (e.g. the Audio BNC) and written corpora (e.g. GloWbE)
are used for this purpose. Preference will be given to a candidate who intends to pursue a doctorate in
this area of research.

What we expect from you

The employment requirements are set out in § 57 (2) and (3) of the Higher Education Act (HochSchG);
in particular, applicants must hold an above-average MA degree in linguistics or equivalent (e.g. a degree
in English studies or a teaching degree, with linguistics as a substantial component). Applicants who
have not yet completed their MA at the time of application may be considered, provided they can
plausibly demonstrate during the application process that the degree will be completed by 1 October
2026.

Preferred applicants will also have:

e very good command of English, both spoken and written (academic English)

e demonstrated experience in conducting empirical work in linguistics (e.g. as part of an MA
thesis)

e knowledge of corpus-linguistic methods and phonetics

e basic knowledge of statistics

o familiarity with relevant computer programs/scripting languages, e.g. Praat and/or R and/or
Python and/or similar

Applications should be submitted as a single PDF file by 18/07/2026.

Please email your application to: Informal enquiries may be directed to
hoffmann@uni-trier.de Tel. +49 651 201-2287
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Hoffmann Mail: hoffmann@uni-trier.de
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What we offer

an excellent, collaborative working environment at the University of Trier and beyond
integration into relevant research networks and doctoral support infrastructures in Trier (e.g.
patterns.uni-trier.de, gut.uni-trier.de) and in the international academic community

an extensive range of professional development opportunities

a family-friendly university with holiday childcare services

discounted access to university sports

Trier University is committed to increasing the number of female employees and strongly encourages
women to apply. Severely disabled persons and persons treated as such under Section 2 (3) of SGB IX
will be given preferential consideration if they are suitably qualified (please enclose proof).

Your application should include

a letter of motivation (max. 2 pages, in English) describing your research interests and research
experience

a curriculum vitae, including a list of publications (if applicable)

copies of the usual qualification documents (MA degree certificate, etc.), including grades

the names and email addresses of two referees who are willing to provide a letter of
recommendation should we contact them at a later stage of the process

For further information on the processing of your personal data, please refer to the privacy notice for
application procedures pursuant to Article 13 GDPR on our website.
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