
 

 

Program 

Essences, Dispositions, and Laws in Kant 
August 25-26, 2022 
Trier University, A9/A10 (Universitätsring 15, 54296 Trier) 
 
 

August 25  August 26 

10.00  – 10.15 
Presidential address 
 
10. 15 – 11.15  
Engelhard: “Essences, Dispositions, and Laws in 
Kant” 
 
11.15 – 11.30 
Coffee break  
 
11.30 – 12.30  
van den Berg: “Wolff and Kant on the 
Explanatory Role of Essences in Natural Science” 
 
12.30 – 14.00 
Lunch break 
 
14.00 – 15.00 
Spagnesi: “Kant on Phenomenal Substances and 
Relational Properties”  
 
15.00 – 15.15 
Coffee break  
 
15.15 – 16.15 
Howard: “Fundamental Forces and the Natures of 
Bodies”  
 
16.15 – 16.30 
Coffee break 
 
16.30 – 17.30 
Warren: “Universal Law of Dynamics” 
Commentator: Eric Watkins 
 
19.00 
Conference Dinner (Weinwirtschaft Friedrich 
Wilhelm, Weberbach 75, 54290 Trier) 

9.30 – 10.30 
Kreines: “The Importance of Explanation and the 
Laws of Nature in Kant: What has the New Third, 
Necessitation Approach Been, and What Should it 
Become?” 
 
10.30 – 10.45 
Coffee break 
 
10.45– 11.45 
Messina: “Kant’s Metaphysics of Laws 
Reconsidered”  
 
11.45 – 12.00 
Coffee break 
 
12.00 – 13.00 
Cooper: “From Hypothesis to Theory: Kant on 
Experimental Reasoning”  
 
13.00 – 14.30 
Lunch break 
 
14.30 – 15.30 
Breitenbach: “Systems are Made” 
 
15.30 – 15.45 
Coffee break 
 
15.45 – 16.45 
Geiger: “Kant’s Deduction of the Transcendental 
Principle of the Conceptual Purposiveness of 
Nature” 
 
16.45 – 17.00 
Coffee break 
 
17.00 – 18.00 
McNulty: “Kant on Grounding the Empirical 
Laws of Nature” 
 
19.00 

Informal dinner (Zur Sim Brasserie, Simeonstraße 
59, 54290 Trier) 
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