




Burned Edges

I am a book. 
I consist of pages, words, human thoughts, 
and substance. Children push their noses 
in between my pages smelling the glue and 
the paper holding me together. Readers sift 
through my well-read pages, leaving marks 
and scuffs.
My spine is broken, why do you want to break 
me more?
Inside me are just words. Words that make 
you think, that make you change perspective. 
True, there are some books that are sca-
ry. But am I truly one of them? I don’t feel 
scary. 
But it seems that judgment has already been 
passed.
I feel heat. For the last time, human hands 
will stroke over my cover.
I am a book. With burned edges.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An unburnable copy of Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale was 

printed in 2022 as a reaction against growing cases of censorship and book 

bannings. The specially commissioned edition was auctioned for $130,000 

with the proceeds going to an organization advocating free expression.  

The Handmaid’s Tale is continuously on lists of banned books ever since its 

publishing in 1985. With its themes of censorship, religious totalitarianism 

and femininity, it is a bleak but important read.  

In the promotional video for the auction Atwood herself appears like 

one of the Firemen in Fahrenheit 451 and tries to destroy her book with a 

flamethrower. Unsuccessfully. Thus, sending a strong message to people and 

institutions attacking free speech. Atwood takes a stance against this 

censorship and references another dystopian novel concerned with the 

banning of books: 

“Let’s hope we don’t reach the stage of wholesale book burnings, as in 

Fahrenheit 451. But if we do, let’s hope some books will prove unburnable”. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

  

 



My phrases banned,
My content suppressed.
My words are canned,

My thoughts oppressed.
 

My chapters hidden,
My sections sealed.
My ideas forbidden,
My pages concealed.

 
Why won’t you just listen?
Why won‘t you just hear?

Just see what you‘re missin‘. 
Just stop with your fear. 

 



 

 

 

“This is the 21st century. We don’t ban books, right? [The outrage about Gender Queer at a 

school board meeting] was even more personal to me because my child, who was 12 at the 

time, had just come out as non-binary. I gave them ‘Gender Queer’ after that so they could 

find acceptance and confirmation and know they were not alone.”  
(Jen Cousins, co-founder of the Florida Freedom to Read Project) 

“We chose public schools because of diversity. But diversity is under attack. They’re 

targeting minority communities whose stories are only just getting out there on the 

shelves.”  

(Stephana Ferrell, co-founder of the Florida Freedom to Read Project) 

“My biggest concern is that students will not have access to books that represent everyone. 

We’re going to send these kids out into the world, and they’ll be competing against students 

in other states that have not banned books. They’re going to sound ignorant.”  

(Sonia Ledger, high school teacher in Orange County, Florida) 

“Book banning is being weaponized to harm LGBTQ+ students and students of color.”  

(Will Larkins, senior at Winter Park High School in Florida) 

“I’m hated for existing.”  

(LGBTQ+ student, living near Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, where a gunman killed 49 people 

in 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protest during Orange Country, Florida School Board Meeting (11 April 2023) 

MOMS AND STUDENTS 

AGAINST BOOK BANNING IN 

FLORIDA 
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