
RECOMMENDED REFERENCE WORKS FOR LANGUAGE CLASSES 
 
 

1.  DICTIONARIES AND VOCABULARY STUDY 
 
Any one of the following monolingual dictionaries
 
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary (OALD). Cornelsen/Oxford University Press. 
 
Collins Cobuild (Advanced Learner's) English Language Dictionary. HarperCollins. 
 
Merriam-Webster's Advanced Learner's English Dictionary. Merriam-Webster 

(American English). 
 
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (DCE). Langenscheidt-Longman. 
 
Longman Advanced American Dictionary. Pearson-Longman. 
 
Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Cambridge University Press (or PONS 

Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Klett). 
 
Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners. Macmillan. 
 
Any one of the following bilingual dictionaries
 
Harper Collins (PONS) German Unabridged Dictionary. German-English/English-

German. Collins/Ernst Klett Verlag. 
 
Langenscheidt Großwörterbuch Collins. E-D/D-E. HarperCollins. 
 
The Oxford-Duden German Dictionary. G-E/E-G. Oxford University Press/Duden 

Verlag. 
 
Dictionaries of collocations, thesauruses, vocabulary study books 
 
Oxford Collocations Dictionary for Students of English. ed. D. Lea. Oxford Univ. Press. 
 
Student's Dictionary of Collocations. ed. Benson, M., E. Benson and. Robert Ilson. 

Cornelsen. 
 
Concise Oxford Thesaurus. Oxford University Press. 
 
Webster's New World Thesaurus. ed. Laird, C. G. Macmillan (American English). 
 
McCarthy, M. & F. O'Dell (2002) English Collocations in Use: Advanced. Cambridge University 

Press. 
 
McCarthy, M. & F. O'Dell, (2008) Academic Vocabulary in Use. Cambridge University Press. 
 
 
 



2. GRAMMARS
 
Reference grammars
 
Biber, D., S. Johansson, G. Leech, S. Conrad & E. Finegan (1999) Longman Grammar 

of Spoken and Written English. London: Longman. 
 
Carter, R. & M. McCarthy (2006) Cambridge Grammar of English: A Comprehensive 

Guide to Spoken and Written English Grammar and Usage. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.. 

 
Greenbaum, S. & R. Quirk (1990) A Student's Grammar of the English Language. 

London: Longman. 
 
Sinclair, J.M. et al. (1990) Collins Cobuild English Grammar. New York: 

HarperCollins. 
 
Swan, M. (2005) Practical English Usage. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
 
Thomson, A.J. & A.V. Martinet (1987) A Practical English Grammar. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press..  
 
Vince, M. & S. Clarke (2008) Macmillan English Grammar in Context. Advanced. 

London: Macmillan.  
 
 
Study grammars 
 
Hewings, M. (2005) Advanced Grammar in Use. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
 
Thomson, A.J., & A.V. Martinet (2006) Advanced Exercises in Practical English 

Grammar 2. Cornelsen.  
 
Yule, G. (2006) Oxford Practice Grammar. New Edition. Advanced.. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 
 
 

3.  WRITING
 
Gibaldi, J. (2003) MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. NY:MLA 

Book Publications. 
 
Bailey, S. (2006) Academic Writing: A Handbook for International Students. London: 

Routledge. 
 
Kane, T.S. (1988) The New Oxford Guide to Writing. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Sorenson, S. (1997) Webster's New World Student Writing Handbook. Macmillan. 
 
 



4.  PRONUNCIATION 
 
Wells, J.C. (2008) Longman Pronunciation Dictionary. 3rd.ed. London: Longman. 
 
 

5.  LANDESKUNDE / CULTURAL STUDIES 
 
 
Both UK and USA
 
Crowther, J. (2003) Oxford Guide to British and American Culture for Learners of 

English. Cornelsen. 
 
United Kingdom 
 
O’Driscoll, J. (2009) Britain: For Learners of English. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 
 
Oakland, J. (2006) British Civilisation: An Introduction. London: Routledge.  
 
Morley, D. & K. Robbins(2001) British Cultural Studies : Geography, Nationality, and 

Identity.  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Storry, M. & P.Childs (2002) British Cultural Identities. London: Routledge.  
 
United States of America 
 
Althen, Gary, Amanda R. Doran and Susan J. Szmania. (2003) American Ways: A  

Guide for Foreigners in the United States. Yarmouth, ME: Intercultural Press. 
 
Campbell, Neil & Alasdair Kean. (2006) American Cultural Studies: An Introduction to 

American Culture. London: Routledge.  
 
Datesman, Maryanne Kearny, JoAnn Crandall and Edward Kearny. (2005) American 

Ways: An Introduction to American Culture, Longman-Pearson. 
 
Mauk, David and John Oakland. (2005) American Civilization: An Introduction. 

London: Routledge. 
 
Canada 
 
Braun, H. & W. Klooß (1994) Kanada: Eine interdisziplinäre Einführung. Trier: WVT. 
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